
iPad activities for a 1st lesson 

A bonus page originally planned for a 10 minute intro to iPad Business English Teaching by 

Phil Wade, edited by Noreen Lam 

I teach several 1-2-1 courses and the first lesson is always very important. I always go over 

the Diagnostic Test and the Needs Analysis with the client and then ask more questions to 

help plan out the course. I use iPads in all my 1-2-1 courses and the first lessons are no 

different.  

These are some of my favourite iPad activities you can use with any iPad in lesson 1: 

1) Hand your iPad over to the client and ask them to give you a tour of the company website. 

Ask basic questions and note down noticeable and important errors. Then, go over what 

they described well and how they can improve it next time. 

2) Open a contacts app and ask them for their company information such as address, phone 

number and email address which they must dictate. Read it back to check then ask them to 

do same to you. Comment on any recurrent pronunciation errors. 

3) Open your calendar and ask the student to do the same on their phone. Ask them to 

arrange/clarify the next lesson(s). You can schedule as far ahead as you want and add 

complications. For instance, “oh, I’m sorry, I’m not available on the 10th in the morning, are 

you free later in the day?” 

4) Ask the client to show and explain their apps on their iPad or mobile and how they use 

them for work. You should make and fill in a table. You can also ask them for advantages 

and disadvantages, examples, price, compatibility across platforms etc. 

5) Ask to see which apps or websites the client has used for learning or practising English. 

Show your favourites, compare them then make a list of which you both think the student 

should use, how and when. 

6) Explain how you use your iPad for teaching and organising your work. Show them 

examples. Ask the client to do the same and show and demonstrate what they do. Question 

them about how tablets and tech is used in their organisation 

7) Open a new document and write “course objectives” as a heading and then “by the end 

of this course, I want to be able to.....”. Give the client your iPad and ask them to write as 

many sentences as they wish, such as “speak fluently...”, “write effective emails” etc. 

 

 

 


